United Intergenerational Ministry
Advent Christmas Worship Series:

"Real Peace, Hope, Joy and Love
through Our Real Jesus"
Based on: John 1:14, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth,” and Hebrews 4:16, “Let us then with confidence draw near
to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

Advent Worship: Week One

“Real Peace”
Based on John 14: 27

Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. Not as
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid.

Worship Leader’s Guide
Objective:

Help generations understand and spread the “real” peace of the Lord that calms every fear.

Preparations
!

Reproduce Advent Worship BULLETIN for Week One: Copy pages 6 and 1 back to back with pages 2 and 5.
Copy pages 3 and 4 back to back as a half page insert.
!
Set up an ADVENT WREATH: prepare to light a purple or blue candle.
!
Optional: SET UP THE OPENING BOARD ACTIVITY: You will need a board or poster board and an easel
•
Reproduce the letters for the word PEACE found at the end of this Worship Leader’s Guide.
•
Find complete “Activity Board Instructions” at the end of this Worship Leader’s Guide.
!
Reproduce one page of words for the LITANY and SERMON found at the end of this Worship Leader’s Guide until
you have one of these words to hand out to each worshiper as they arrive for worship.
!
Reproduce the Advent DEVOTION CALENDAR pages back to back and distribute to your congregation.
!
Optional: Find CRAFT instructions for Week One “Making and Advent Wreath” at the end of this Worship
Leader’s Guide. Find a new craft for each week in Advent at the end of the Worship Leader’s Guide for that week.
NOTE FOR USHERS: As you hand out bulletins, hand out one word to each worshiper for the Litany and Sermon.
For young children: Hand their words to an adult or teen accompanying them to hold until the words are used.

Opening Board Activity FOR ALL GENERATIONS:

Letter Scramble

You Will Need: The letters that spell out the word PEACE found at the end of this Guide, a board or poster board
to tape them to, two-sided removable tape, and an easel to display the words for each remaining Advent Service.
Instructions: If you have children present, invite them to come forward to help them participate in Worship, but
present this Interactive Lesson even if you do not have children present. UIM Interactive Lessons are for all
generations. As you present this lesson, speak to the children if they are present and also bring the entire
congregation into your conversation.
The objective of each Board Activity is to gain the attention of all ages
and introduce the theme for each week.

Advent Worship "Real Peace" Week 1 - Page 1

1.

At the time of the Board Activity, tape or call volunteers forward to tape the
letters of the word P E A C E on the board in a scrambled fashion as you see at
right. Do not place letters on the board before the service. You do not want to give
worshipers too much time to guess the word.

2.

Ask worshipers what word the scrambled letters spell. After they guess the word
“Peace,” introduce the theme for this UIM Advent Worship Service, which is “ Real Peace.” Tape or
invite volunteers to tape the letters for the word PEACE in their proper order on the board.

Lighting the Advent Wreath
You Will Need; An Advent Wreath with candles.
1.

Ask a volunteer or usher to light the first taper candle on your Advent Wreath (a blue or purple candle).

2.

Introduce the first candle as the “Peace” candle. Note that the wreath is made in the form of a circle that
does not end. When we light the “Peace” candle, it can help us remember that God’s “real” peace does not
end. In less than peaceful times, these are comforting words.

Read or ask a volunteer to read Malachi 3:1:

3.

“Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way
before Me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come
to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom
you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.”

As we begin the season of Advent, we are always reminded of John the Baptist, who came to prepare the
way for Jesus, who alone is able to fills us with His “real” peace, hope, joy, and love. Advent is a time set
aside to prepare our hearts and lives for Christ to come. We will begin to prepare for Christ by raising our
voices in our Advent hymn.

Advent Hymn: To include children, alert the congregation to sing and have the organist replay the last phrase
of each verse specifically so that children can sing it along with the congregation. Encourage those sitting near
children to cue them to listen to hear the last words of each verse so they can repeat them. Adding this repetition
can also allow others with sight or learning challenges to participate. Encourage those with any challenges that keep
them from singing this hymn to listen to the words and those with hearing challenges to read the words of this
hymn as it is sung so all can be blessed by the message.

“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

LSB 340 /TLH 73 /LW 23

Our Preparation Sentences:
Prepare the Way of the Lord!
Read responsively as marked or include all generations by asking volunteers of all ages to each read one part. Help
those who may need help reading a part by reading a few words at a time to them that they can repeat after you.
Practice the response before you begin to help children and others with reading challenges learn it and remind
those sitting near children to encourage them respond to keep them involved. Remind those sitting near the hearing
challenged to point to the response when it should be said to help them participate in worship. Invite joyful
participation of all ages by teaching worshipers to respond with a loud “Amen!” when they hear “And all God’s
people joyfully shout.” Even ask them to repeat the “Amen” three times in honor of the Trinity, each time getting
louder and louder to conclude with a resounding “Amen!”
Advent Worship "Real Peace" Week 1 - Page 2

Response for Generations: Prepare the way of the Lord!
Part 1:
Part 2:
Part 3:
Part 4:

Advent means coming. Jesus is coming!
Wait together. Worship together.
Read the Bible. Pray together.
Prepare your hearts to welcome God’s Son.
Leader:
And all God’s people joyfully shout:
Generations: “AMEN!”

Response
Response
Response
Response

Psalm of Strength and Blessing: Psalm 29:1-4, 11. Verses may be read by the Worship Leader or read UIM
style by inviting readers from different generations. Help those who may need help reading a part by reading a few
words at a time to them that they can repeat after you Help generations practice the response to the leader before
you begin to help children and others with reading challenges learn it and remind those sitting near children to
encourage them respond to keep them involved. Remind those sitting near the hearing challenged to point to the
response when it should be said to help them participate in worship.
Response:
Verse 1:
Verse 2:
Verse 3:
Verse 4:

Leader: May the Lord give strength to His people!
Generations: May the Lord bless His people with peace!

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Response
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness.
Response
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over many waters.
Response
The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
Response

Confession: You may read this Confession in unison or in UIM style; include all generations by saying each
short line one at a time and having generations repeat each short line after you.
Generations: We confess that we have not lived in Your peace. We have not lived in the hope of Your salvation.
We have not proclaimed Christ to others for their hope and salvation. We have not loved as You love us.
We have neglected Your Word. Therefore, we do not always have Your real peace, hope, joy, and love.
Forgive us and change us, O Lord.
Absolution: If this absolution is being spoken by someone other than a pastor, omit the last sentence in the
brackets. Pastors may omit the last sentence in this absolution before the brackets.
Leader: Jesus Christ was born on earth to bring us His lasting peace by suffering, dying, and rising again. Because
He lives, we may live, and for His sake, God forgives us all our sins and offers us His real peace, hope, joy,
and love. All who believe in Him are forgiven on earth and saved in heaven forevermore. For this reason,
as a fellow servant of Christ the crucified and one redeemed through God’s love, I can declare to you that
all our sins are forgiven. [As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I, therefore,
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.]
Generations: Amen.
Creed: Type the page number in the bulletin for the Creed you will be using.
Communion Service: Nicene Creed LSB Back Cover/ TLH pg. 22/ LW pg. 166
Non Communion Service: Apostle’s Creed. LSB Back Cove/ TLH pg.12/ LW pg 167
Options for Readings:
•
Option 1: Worship Leader reads all readings.
•
Option 2: Invite different generations to read the first two readings during the service. Always have the
Worship Leader read the Gospel to give it reverent significance.
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Remember! Help those who cannot read participate by reading words to them that they can repeat after you.
•
Option 3: Invite all generations to repeat the words of the first two readings a few words at a time in unison
to include all generations, especially children.
Notes:
•
Always remind readers to state chapter and verse after every reading to teach generations where these
passages are located so they can use them in their times of need.
•
The readings are made shorter intentionally so that they can be read more easily by all ages.
Old Testament Reading: Micah 5:2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come
forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.
Epistle Reading: Ephesians 2:14
For He Himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in His flesh the dividing wall
of hostility.
Litany for Peace:
You Will Need:

To reproduce the words for the Litany and Sermon found at the end of this Worship Leader’s
Guide until you have one of these words to hand our to each worshiper.

INSTRUCTIONS:
•
Ask worshipers to hold up the word they were given when they see it bolded in the litany or hear it read,
and also to help children or anyone with hearing or vision challenges around them do the same.
•
Then, read or ask volunteers to read the parts of this litany, and stop after each part to make sure the bolded
words are being held up and put down again before the next part is read.
Part 1: Lord to our world torn by war, Send Your peace; help and restore.
Part 2: To our nation, send Your Light So people see You and do not fight.
Part 3: In every city, turn anger to peace; Send Your Word into hearts to make anger cease.
Part 4: Into Your church, send Your peace too So members agree as they serve You.
Part 5: At work when people disagree, Help them through us Your peace to see.
Part 6: Help us in school Your peace to share, Real peace that grows, helps people care.
Part 7: Lord, in our home,, may Your peace lay Foundations of peace that grow stronger each day.
Part 8: Deep in each heart, help Your real peace grow So we can share it wherever we go.
The Gospel Reading: Ask generations to stand out of reverence (1) for words that our Lord actually said when
He walked on earth or (2) for words that were said about Him. Option: For deeper effect, process with a
cross to the middle of the center aisle and read the Gospel.
Read Luke 1:30-32.
30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David.”
UIM Sermon Song: To include children, invite and encourage those sitting near them to help them sing the words
that are always the same at the end of each verse. This and any kind of repetition in worship can also allow others
with sight or learning challenges to participate. Encourage those with any challenges that keep them from singing
this hymn to listen to the words and those with hearing challenges to read the words of this hymn as it is sung and
be blessed by the message
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“Real Peace Comes From God’s Own Son”
Sung to the tune of: “As With Gladness Men of Old” LSB 397/ TLH 127/ LW 75 Tune: Public Domain
Text: Used by permission, Family Crossfires Ministries, Inc. © 2021
1.

Real peace comes from God’s own Son, Who for us salvation won.
He gives peace the world can’t give; In His peace we all can live,
Peace that through Christ we can share With all people everywhere.

2.

Lord, please fill us with real peace, Peace that gives all fear release,
Peace that overcomes all pain, Peace from which we comfort gain,
Peace that through Christ we can share With all people everywhere.

3.

Only, You, Lord, give real peace, Peace that lasts, will never cease,
Peace that will lift up our soul, Even broke, we remain whole,
Peace that through Christ we can share With all people everywhere.

UIM Sermon: “We Do Not Need To Be Afraid”
Based on John 14:26-27: [Jesus said,] 26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27
Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”
You Will Need:

Direct adults to hand out one word to each worshiper in their group.

Introduction: What is most wonderful about UIM Worship is how it very intentionally welcomes every generation
through participation and that it can involve all generations. In this sermon, every worshiper is asked to hold up
his or her word from the litany each time they hear it said in the sermon. Remind those sitting near children to help
them listen for and hold up their words. Provide copies of the sermon outline for those with hearing challenges and
point to the words as they are read so they will know when to hold up their words. You may also present this
sermon in a traditional style without using the words from the litany but still following the sermon outline.
I.

II.

Say, “There are many things that cause us to be troubled or afraid.” Then share some things by reading the
sentences below. Ask worshipers to once again hold up their words when they hear you read them. Stop
and wait for words to go up before you complete each sentence below:
In the world: There are wars and rumors of war.
In our nation: people disagree about many things.
In every city: violence and fighting exist.
In our church: we have differing opinions about ministry.
At work: employers and employees can become frustrated with jobs and with each other.
At school: students tease students and anger builds.
At home: we disagree and upset each other every day.
In the world there is no peace. Thankfully, God sends His peace into the heart of every believer.
Leader: As we believe Jesus’ words, “Let not your hearts be troubled,”
Generations: We do not need to be afraid.
God the Father gives us His peace through the redeeming work of His Son and the power of the Holy Spirit
whom the Father sends as we read in our Sermon Text. It comes to us through God’s Son whose birth was
foretold in Micah 5:2, our Old Testament reading: “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little
to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
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III.

IV.

V.

whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. “From ancient days,” refers to Old Testament
times and the beginning of the world when man fell into sin and God promised a Savior in Genesis 3:15:
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” However, we often forget that our amazing God
planned for Jesus to be born and bring peace to the world from eternity. Think of Him before time began,
reigning in heaven and waiting for just the right time to create the heavens so He could create everything
on earth just for us, the people He loves more than Himself. And He does not love just us. He loves every
person in every generation past, present, and future, believer and unbeliever alike. His love is everlasting.
His love is astounding. It always existed. It had no beginning and it has no end. There is no other love like
the love of our God. His love protects, sustains, provides, strengthens, forgives, pours down on us every
blessing from above, and saves us in heaven forever. There is nothing our God would not and cannot do
for us. God gives to us a love we cannot ever completely comprehend. It is a love we must accept by faith
and as we do all our fears are taken away. That is exactly why
Leader: As we believe Jesus’ words, “Let not your hearts be troubled,”
Generations: We do not need to be afraid.
If His love isn’t enough, our amazing God is also all-wise and all- knowing. He knew the people He will
always love dearly would sin and need a Savior even before He created us. He even knew our eternal
salvation would require the life of His beloved Son. Who, by the way, willingly gave up His life out love
for His Father, and because He also dearly loves us. Out of His love for us, Jesus became our peace as we
read in Ephesians 2;14, our Epistle Reading: “For He himself is our peace, who has made us both one
and has broken down in His flesh the dividing wall of hostility.” When sin separated us from God our
Father, His Son, Jesus, reunited us with the Father by breaking down the dividing wall of sin through the
forgiveness He won for us through His great suffering on the cross. Reunited with God the Father through
His Son, we receive the power of the Holy Spirit to believe, and
Leader: As we believe Jesus’ words, “Let not your hearts be troubled.”
Generations: We do not need to be afraid.
Along with God’s love in Christ and the power of the Spirit comes peace beyond all human understanding
( Philippians 4:7), the peace Jesus promised in our Sermon Text when He said, “Peace I leave with you;
My peace I give to you. Did you hear what Jesus said? He gives His peace to us. We don’t have to work
for it or pay for it. We only have to believe in Him and it is ours. The world seeks peace from war, from
chaos, from violence, and the peace of Christ is there for the believing and the receiving. It is true that
Christ’s peace does not take away chaos, war, and violence. These will remain as long as sin remains. What
the peace of Christ promises is His love, strength, forgiveness and every blessing from above in the best
and worst of times. Even horrific suffering cannot tear us down, because Christ lifts us up as we partake
of His Word and Sacraments, and pray constantly. While a world of sin rages around us, Christ’s deep and
lasting peace will live in us, filling our lives and hearts and souls. This means we can be certain that
Leader: As we believe Jesus’ words, “Let not your hearts be troubled.”
Generations: We do not need to be afraid.
In our Gospel, the angel said to Mary, “30 Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him
the throne of his father David.”(Luke 1:30-32). She was from a priestly family who would have known
and taught Mary the prophecies about the Messiah coming. She would have known the Most High was a
name for God, that the Messiah would be God’s Son, and He would be born from the line of David.. This
doesn’t mean she understood all that she was taught or knew from the Scriptures. Seeing an angel could
have left her unable to comprehend the angels words about her son being called the Son of the Most High.
What is important is that, not matter what Mary did or did not understand, God’s plans were carried ou just
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as the angel said. Jesus, God’s Son, was born to save His people from their sins. As Christ’s forgiveness
takes away the sins of all who believe in Him, His peace comes to earth through the Holy Spirit. And, oh,
how the world needs His peace, the peace that we have and that we can share to draw others to Christ for
faith that will calm the fears of all believers in every generation until the time Christ comes again.
VI.

So then, if we leave with nothing else, let it be with Christ’s peace firmly planted in our lives and hearts
and souls by faith so that we can share it wherever we go! And what exactly do we need to share? We need
to share what people need to know about Jesus. Get ready to hold up your words one more time.
We need to share that:
Christ brings peace to every heart. (Hold up the word heart!)
Christ brings peace to every home. (Hold up the word home!)
Christ brings peace to every school. (Hold up the word school!)
Christ brings peace to places of work. (Hold up the word work!)
Christ brings peace to every church. (Hold up the word church!)
Christ brings peace to every city. (Hold up the word city!)
Christ brings peace to every nation. (Hold up the word nation!)
Christ brings peace to the world. (Hold up the word world!)
Leader: Amen.
Offering:

Taken according to custom. To add a stewardship or any hymn, type the number in your bulletin.

Prayers: You may use the following prayer petitions provided or your own prayers. The words to the prayer do
not need to be printed in your bulletin. Do print the response if you choose to use it. Responses generate the
participation of all generations. However, using responses some weeks and not other weeks can add variety and
also meet both the needs of those who like responses and those who prefer not to say responses. If possible, pass
out a printed copy of your prayers for those who cannot hear well or at all. This will help to include them and help
them feel this worship is reaching out to them. Remind those sitting near them to help especially children respond
and to point to responses for the hearing impaired. Conclude your prayers with the Lord’s Prayer unless it is part
of your communion liturgy.
Leader:

Confident that Christ has brought His peace to the world through His suffering, death, and
resurrection, we pray for His peace to be with us and all people. Each time you hear “Lord, in
Your mercy, hear our prayer, ” please respond with “Grant us Your real peace, hope, joy, and
love.”

Leader:

O God, our Father, great is Your faithfulness! You faithfully fulfilled Your ancient promises when
You sent Your only Son at His first Advent; His birth in Bethlehem. By Your Word and Spirit, fill
us with the peace only He can give, peace the passes all human understanding; peace that takes
away our fear.
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Generations: Grant us Your real peace, hope, joy, and love.

Leader:

Father, forgive us for not seeking Your peace through Your Word and Sacraments and prayer, and
for being fearful and overwhelmed by life’s problems and perplexities. Forgive us, change us, and
strengthen us to seek You in Word and Sacraments and prayer. Give us the only peace that will last
and help us through the best and worst to times, the peace of Your Son living in our hearts and
deeply in our souls.
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Generations: Grant us Your real peace, hope, joy, and love.
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Leader:

Savior of the world, we thank and praise You for the peace You give in these times of turmoil, the
peace we have because You came to earth to live, suffer, die, and rise again, tearing down the
dividing wall and restoring us to God our Father who out of His great love protects us, provides for
us, strengthens us, forgives us, pours down on us every blessing from above, helps us in every time
of need on fear or need on earth and saves us in heaven forever.
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Generations: Grant us Your real peace, hope, joy. and love.

Leader:

Gracious Lord Jesus, because You were born into our flesh, You are able to sympathize with our
weaknesses and infirmities. Look with compassion on those who are sick, afflicted with chronic
illnesses, hospitalized, or recovering (especially ______________). Grant them family members
and friends who will support them in their needs. Comfort them by Your promise to be with them
always and according to Your good and gracious will, provide for their needs of body and soul.
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Generations: Grant us Your real peace, hope, joy, and love.

Leader:

Almighty and everlasting God, send Your Spirit to fill our very souls with the peace only Your Son
and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, can give. Prepare our hearts and lives this Advent for His
coming as a Baby born to bring peace to earth through faith that saves in heaven so that we may live
in His peace that lift us up in every as we trial and calms our fears as await the time when He will
come again.
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Generations: Grant us Your real peace, hope, joy, and love.

Leader:
For
Leader:

In the name of Jesus, we pray. Generations: Amen.
Non Communion service - Pray the Lord’s Prayer.
We pray the prayer our Lord taught His disciples to pray:
[Holy Communion may be celebrated according to custom.]
Remember to choose and type the number(s) of Communion Hymn(s)
into the worship bulletin or use the Advent Hymn below.

Advent Hymn: To include children, alert the congregation to sing and have the organist replay the last phrase
of each verse specifically so that children can sing it along with the congregation. Encourage those sitting near
children to cue them to listen to hear the last words of each verse so they can repeat them. Adding this repetition
can also allow others with sight or learning challenges to participate. Encourage those with any challenges that keep
them from singing this hymn to listen to the words and those with hearing challenges to read the words of this
hymn as it is sung so all can be blessed by the message.
“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LSB 352/ TLH 91/ LW 33
Benediction: Finally, brothers and sisters in Christ, go and be of one mind and live in peace. Hope in the Lord.
Be filled with the joy of His Holy Spirit. Love one another as He loves you, and may the real peace, hope,
joy, and love of our real Jesus live in you now and always. Adapted from 2 Corinthians 13:11
Closing UIM Theme Song: To include children, alert the congregation to sing and have the organist replay the
last phrase of each verse specifically so that children can sing it along with the congregation. Encourage those
sitting near children to cue them to listen to hear the last words of each verse so they can repeat them. Adding this
repetition can also allow others with sight or learning challenges to participate. Encourage those with any
challenges that keep them from singing this hymn to listen to the words and those with hearing challenges to read
the words of this hymn as it is sung so all can be blessed by the message
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“Real Peace, Hope, Joy and Love”
Sung to the tune of: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” LSB 359/ TLH 645/ LW 67 Tune: Public Domain
Text: Used by permission, Family Crossfires Ministries, Inc. © 2015
1.

Real peace through Christ is ours now Because He came to earth,
A Babe born in a stable of lowly, humble birth. He came to bring His peace,
A peace that has no ending, Real peace that will not cease.

2.

Real hope through Christ is ours now Because He came to save
Believers from the torment Of sin and death and grave. He came one holy night
To bring hope to lost sinners, Change darkness into Light.

3.

Real joy through Christ is ours now; We cannot hold it in.
He came to be our Savior, To take away our sin. He is God’s only Son,
The joy of our salvation, Real joy from heav’n come down.

4.

Real love by Christ was given When He died for our sin;
Love strong and pure and endless Can only come from Him; His birth in Bethlehem,
His death and resurrection Are gifts of love from Him.

BEFORE WORSHIPERS LEAVE:
•
Whether you chose to hand out the Advent Devotion Calendar week by week or provided it for all of your
members as a booklet before you began this UIM Advent Worship Series, encourage generations, now,
to use their devotions to be lifted up through God’s real peace through Christ.
•
Next, invite everyone to read the passage from this weeks Advent Devotions along with you. It is printed
on the last page of their Worship Bulletins. Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. Not as the
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. John 14:27.
Then, encourage them to memorize this passage this week.
•
If you have decided to provide the Crafts for this UIM Advent Worship Series, hand out the instructions
for the craft for Week One: “Advent Wreath.”

Permission to reproduce this UIM Resource is given to the ordering congregation ONLY and is not transferable. Each time this UIM Resource is used,
a donation is requested to continue UIM for congregations like yours in the future. To review a wealth of UIM Resources visit: www.familycrossfires.org
Questions? E-mail: info@familycrossfires.org Donations to continue this ministry or in appreciation for help a UIM Resource has given you may be
sent to: Family Crossfires, Inc. Ministries, N6753 Black Oak Circle, Shawano, WI 54166-1763.
©2021
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Opening Board Letters:

Reproduce one copy or page, and cut out letters on the lines.

Permission to reproduce this UIM Resource is given to the ordering congregation ONLY and is not transferable. Each time this UIM Resource is used,
a donation is requested to continue UIM for congregations like yours in the future. To review a wealth of UIM Resources visit: www.familycrossfires.org
Questions? E-mail: info@familycrossfires.org Donations to continue this ministry or in appreciation for help a UIM Resource has given you may be
sent to: Family Crossfires, Inc. Ministries, N6753 Black Oak Circle, Shawano, WI 54166-1763.
©2021
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“Real Peace, Hope, Joy and Love” Through Our Real Jesus
OPENING BOARD ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS
The objective of each Opening Board Activity is to gain the attention of all ages as you introduce the
theme for each service. If you choose to omit this activity simply introduce the theme of each service.
You may present this Board Activity in several ways:
With Poster Board, a Wood Board, Chalk or Eraser Board:
1.
Reproduce the letters found at the end of each Worship Leader’s
Guide for each Advent Worship service. Note: Enlarge them for a
larger board.
2.
Place removable tape on back of the letters and lay them face down
on a tray.
3.
Then, during the worship “Board Activity” place the letters on the
board yourself or invite volunteers of different ages to come forward
to place them on the board in a scrambled order so worshipers can
guess what word the letters spell. See figure one. Note: DO NOT
place letters on the board until the time of this board activity to make
guessing more difficult.
4.
With letters in place, ask worshipers to guess what word the letters spell.. After the word is guessed, place
or ask volunteers to place the letters in the correct order to spell the word for the week.
5.
After worship, place all of the letters on a separate piece of paper so you have one word to work with on the
board for the remaining board activities. See figure two.
6.
Each week review the last full word(s) to keep the theme growing with each service and share the theme of
each service with those who may miss one or more services.
7.
Then, ask worshipers to guess what the scrambled letters spell for the current week.
8.
At the end of four weeks you will have all four words. See figure three.
9.
If you are offering the UIM Christmas Eve or Christmas Day Worship service(s) included in this Series, add
the name Savior and/or the picture of “Real Jesus” included with the Worship Leader’s Guide for that
service to your board. See figure four.
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Real Jesus Litany and Sermon Words: Reproduce enough sets of words for the litany and sermon until each
worshiper has one word. Use a paper cutter to quickly cut words into squares.
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UIM Advent Worship
Craft Instructions
Week One: Real Peace
Make An Advent Wreath
You Will Need:
!
If you do not have an Advent Wreath make one:
•
Craft stores carry a variety of wreath forms
in different materials and sizes.
•
An artificial flame resistant wreath is
the safest and will last for years. Purchase
or use a circle form or frame and florist
wire to attach artificial greens. Roll poster
board to form tapers and insert battery
operated tea lights into the tops for flames.
•
Make a fresh wreath using a circle form
or frame and florist wire to attach fresh
greens. You can also make wreaths from
vines, styrofoam, or shaping straw, moss,
etc to some type of circle form.
!
Add candles to your wreath:
•
Three pillar or tapered purple or three blue candles of any size, but they must be the same size.
•
One pillar or tapered pink or rose-colored candle the shape and size of your purple or blue candles
•
One tall white pillar candle for a Christ Candle in a candle holder that sets securely in the middle of
your wreath.
!
Place candles in secure holders attached with florist wire:
•
Purchase inexpensive plastic holders available at a craft or florist shop and securely fasten to the
wreath with florist wire or hot glue.
•
If using a foam or moss type wreath form, candles can be inserted directly into the form.!
Decorate your wreath with berries, holly and ivy, pine cones, etc. using florist wire.
!
If you are unsure of which candle to light on which week, find out at the beginning of each Advent Worship
Service in this Series.
!
Light the appropriate candle on your wreath each week as you read the passage from the UIM Advent
Devotion Calendar provided with this UIM Advent Worship series.
Helpful Tip: Lay a fresh advent wreath into a round tray with sides slightly larger than your wreath to keep the
greens fresh longer. The tray will also keep needles from falling all over your table and floor.
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